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We have a great deal of activity to report on to Irish setter Fanciers.    

Health Clinic and Blood Draw
We will have our annual health clinic/ blood draw at the National on Wednesday May 4th in the afternoon.    There is NO CHARGE to have blood drawn to bank at CHIC.   There are forms that need to be filled out in advance, so we can process as many samples as we can.    Please see the ISCA website for more information.

There will also be a blood draw for PRA testing via Optigen.   Remember that we have been advised that blood tests should be done every 3rd or 4th generation.    The cost is greatly reduced when you participate in a clinic.   Not coming to the National but have dogs that need to be done?   Simply arrange with your veterinarian to have the blood drawn and sent the same week as our clinic and pay the same discounted fee.   It’s even  a better bargain when you register and pay on line in advance.  

New Studies including Irish setters
As a result of the grant donations made by the ISCA Foundation, Irish setters are now included in studies about hemagiosarcoma and lymphoma, as well as osteosarcoma.    

There is an ongoing Gastric Cancer Study at Michigan State University done by Dr. Elizabeth McNeil that will now include Irish setters in the study.

Please see the website for information on how to enroll your dog in the studies should you receive the news that they are afflicted by one of these.

Grant Reports Received
I have asked Sandy to include the complete copies of the 4 grant reports we have received from Drs. Murphy, Breen, Johnson and Modiano.     Copies of these reports will also be available on the website.    We are grateful to the AKC Canine Health Foundation for their support and feedback regarding the money the ISCA Foundation has donated for research in these areas.

How Does ISCA Foundation/ Health Committee decide which studies to fund?
Every year the ISCA Health Committee gets a list of studies from AKC Canine Health Foundation that we are asked to consider funding.   Our money includes the donations members make to ISCA Foundation, the money raised at National with the dessert party and raffle, and the donor advised funds at CHF, which include the money we get from people’s Purina weight circles.

It is a big task to discuss our options and decide when and if we should give money to a study.     It has always been the feeling of the Health Committee, and the Foundation has agreed, that we are better to concentrate our money on studies that have the greatest potential to succeed and have the greatest impact on Irish setter health.     
Because of that we take very seriously the trust placed in us by those of you who donate, and we do not waste money by giving to many studies but rather wait to see which studies are showing the most progress.     
This is what happened with the osteosarcoma study (Modiano/Breen).    However ISCA received a wonderful surprise when Dr. Modiano’s lab informed us  Irish setters can now be included in his ongoing studies on hemangiosarcoma and lymphoma.

In much the same way, an inquiry from a member regarding where to send samples from dogs afflicted with gastric cancer led us down a pathway to Dr. McNeil.   Although we are not currently funding her study, she was still eager to include Irish setters in her research, and provided me with the information and forms for the website.

ISCA Website

Finally I must thank Jan Ziech for all she does for Irish setters by her constant updating of our Health page on the website.   It seemed for a few weeks in January I was bothering her almost daily with some new update or form.  ISCA is lucky to have Jan as our webmaster, and I am grateful for all the work she does for the Health Committee.

 Please support the Foundation raffle at the National—it is our biggest single fundraiser each year! 

